THE  REBUILDING  OF  LONDON
not in a position to add the courtrooms until 1681-83,   In
general it was a matter of money, and the historian of the Gold-
smiths might have been speaking for all when he wrote that
'the work was spread over a considerable time, [being] executed
little by little as funds permitted'.1   The work of embellish-
ment knew no limits of time.  Riches of glass and woodwork
were added by general subscription or as the gifts of individual
members.   Wainscoting and carving figure with plate and
money in the lists of contemporary benefactions. The process
is timeless, continuing to-day as it continued then.  Yet, in
general, one can say that by 1685 the Companies were housed
in all their old state. The generosity of their members, and the
services of that great volume of private capital which the flames
had been powerless to touch, had rescued and restored them,
But it was often a state of merely outward splendour, resting on
heavy liabilities and maintained with difficulty. For years to
come, payments of principal and interest were to take the bulk
of revenues still suffering from the effects of the Fire. Half the
eighteenth century was to pass before the fortunes of the
Grocers or the Goldsmiths were fully restored.  Then, when
building leases granted after the Fire had fallen in, they came
once again into their own. The 17405 began to make repara-
tion for the troubles of a hundred years before, and the *year of
victories' could more justly be celebrated than the year of
Restoration. By then the London they had helped to restore
had come in turn to restore them. Its steady rise had silently
enhanced the value of their properties, swelling their shrunken
revenues and freeing them from their burden of debt.   A
world centre, it rewarded its citizens and its institutions with
a share in its own prosperity. For the Companies this period
marked the beginning of their greatest wealth. Ironically it had
come at the moment when their original function in London's
industry was, or seemed to be, about to perish.
The abundant private wealth which had helped to restore
the Companies to their halls, helped also in the restoration of
1W, S. Prideaux, Memorials of the Goldsmith? Company (1896-97), II, p. 166.
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